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wood for the altar and twigs for the fire” is forbidden to mourn or fast 
or to do work on that day. 


[As to M. I:4E, the great assembling:] R. Ba son of R. Hiyya bar Ba 
said, “It is because of the sounding of the Shofar [which takes place on 
that occasion].” 


[B] R. Isaac b. R. Hiyya said, “It is because [they have to build a 
platform.” 


[C] And let them build it on the day before [if the day coincides with 
the Sabbath]? 


[D] It is so as not to crowd the Temple courtyard [with such a 
platform, on a busy day]. 


[E] Said R Mattenaiah, “It is in line with the following verse of 
Scripture: “You shall not plant any tree [i.e., erect any wooden 
platform before needed] as an Asherah beside the altar” (Deut. 
16:21). 


[With reference to Y. Ta. 2:12 (M. Tan. 2:8): Any day concerning 
which it is written in the Scroll of Fasting that “None may 
mourn,” it also is forbidden to mourn on the day before, but it is 
permitted on the following day. Where it is written, “None may 
fast,” it is permitted to fast both the day before and on the 
following day:] This statement of the Mishnah represents the view of 
R. Meir. 


For R. Meir has said, “If it is written, ‘not to mourn,’ it is forbidden 
also to fast. If it is written, ‘not to fast,’ it is permitted to mourn. 


“If it does not specify, the meaning is not to fast.” 


Said R. Jonah, “‘These are days on which it is prohibited to fast, and 
on some of which it is prohibited to mourn.” 


Said Rabban Simeon b. Gamaliel, “Why does the text say, “on which,’ 
two times? The meaning is that at night it is permitted to do so, but in 
the daytime it is forbidden.” 


[F] There is the following teaching: This applies to a man who had 
assumed a prohibition on himself through an act of prayer. 


[G] Said R. Yosé b. R. Bun, “[A personal fast applies only when the 
prohibition is adopted on the preceding evening,] for such a man 
has to make mention in his prayer of the pledge to fast on the 
evening prior to the fast.” 


